
Created by leaders in both business and education, the Milwaukee Water Council is 
convening the region’s existing water companies and research clusters, developing 
education programs to train talent, and building partnerships that cut across all sectors 
and geographic boundaries.  The Milwaukee Water Council is advancing Milwaukee’s 
global position by becoming a magnet that attracts creative talent, innovative ideas 
and is recognized as a water leader in tomorrow’s world.
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A note from the Co-Chairs

We’re proud to say that we’ve met and exceeded many of 
the initial goals we sought to accomplish when the Milwaukee 
Water Council began it’s formation in 2007. A look back at the 
last year alone reveals a number of success stories. The Water 
Council helped to bring over $3 million in grants to Milwaukee 
area institutions and organizations. We were awarded the 2011 
uSA Water prize from the Clean Water America Alliance. We 
had our largest turnout yet at our annual Water Summit in Sep-
tember and were represented at Singapore international Water 
Week.  We have also met strategic checkpoints in the process 
of redeveloping the Reed Street yards into the future home 
of the water research business park and, most importantly, the 
creation of the Water Council’s one-of-a-kind water research 
and business accelerator building. 

We feel fortunate to be the catalyst that brings together so 
many local forces that are creating innovative solutions to in-
ternational water issues. our numerous business partners are a 
testimony to Milwaukee’s ongoing commitment to discovering 
water technology solutions. our collaboration with the region’s 
educational institutions ensures that Milwaukee will have a 
strong base of water-focused professionals for years to come.

We hope that you will join us as we continue to grow as a 
world leader in water technologies and promote Milwaukee as 
a world water hub. 

Water research & Business Accelerator Center
Spurred by the close research and business 
development work between the Milwaukee 
region’s water technology businesses and academia, 
the Milwaukee Water Council is undertaking its 
largest and boldest move to date by creating a 
water research & business accelerator center in 
Milwaukee’s Walker’s point neighborhood.  The 
center, scheduled to open in early 2013, will house 
water-related research facilities for universities and 
existing water-related companies and accelerator 
space for new, emerging water-related companies.  The facility will be a venue for attracting and creating new 
businesses in the water industry, and will address key local and global water-quality technology and policy issues.

The center will feature common area amenities, including a 50 person lecture hall, exhibition space for new 
prototypes and, most importantly, high-tech, shared, 
core facilities.  These core facilities, such as a state-of-
the-art water flow lab, are critical to supporting the 
cutting-edge water research and product develop-
ment activities of the cluster.  The facilities will be con-
structed to provide resources and expertise that are 
not presently available anywhere else in the world.

This building’s redevelopment also serves as a catalyst 
for the development of the Reed Street yards, which has been designated by City of Milwaukee as a water 
technology research park and will serve as a global showcase for water management.

The Water Council research and business accelerator center -- a confluence of industry, academia, and 
government expertise and resources -- will provide leading-edge technology and solutions needed to 
succeed in the world water marketplace.

Milwaukee Water Council Milwaukee Water Council

expenses

revenue

programs -- $311,000
Special events -- $128,000
Member Services -- $80,000
Administration -- $75,600
Marketing -- $48,800
operations -- $39,500

Membership Revenue -- $154,000
Grants -- $455,000 
Water Summit V -- $131,000 
Contributed income -- $50,000 
Singapore intl. Water Week -- $108,000
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Economic Development Plan
The Council approved an Economic Development Blue-
print that focuses its strategies on four inter-connected 
themes: Capital, Government, Entrepreneurial Ecosystem 
and Technology Transfer/Academia-Business Partnerships. 

IBM Smarter Cities Challenge
Milwaukee was one of only 24 cities worldwide and one 
of 8 in the United States to be selected as one of the first 
recipients of the prestigious IBM Smarter Cities Challenge.  
IBM brought six experts to Milwaukee for a three week 
period in June to help create a viable economic model for 
aquaponics locally as well as globally.

U.S. Economic Development Administration Report
Supported by the U.S. Economic Development Adminis-
tration, the Water Council and UW-Milwaukee issued a 
report entitled “Water Markets of the United States and 
the World: A Strategic Analysis for The Milwaukee Water 
Council, Milwaukee, Wisconsin”, which gains a better  
understanding of national and international water markets 
and business opportunities. 

Water Stewardship
A new initiative of the Water Council, the Water Steward-
ship Committee, comprised of large water users, encour-
ages, promotes, and facilitates efficient and innovative use 
of water resources, and communication and cooperation 
between water users and utilities in the region.

TALENT DEVELOPMENT

Internships
The Council is coordinating a system of internships that 
build a network of academic prowess that will benefit not 
only talented students, but companies looking to conduct 
research and product development in a collaborative  
fashion.  

Water Business Minor
To solidify its water business education programs,  
UW-Whitewater’s College of Business & Economics has 
created a Water Business Minor which bridges business 
training and the science behind water quality solutions.

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT

National Science Foundation’s Industry/University  
Collaborative Research Center
One economic development effort to grow our  
water technology assets has been the National Science 
Foundation’s Industry/University Collaborative Research 

Center which links together the research between  
UW-Milwaukee, Marquette University and six businesses 
within the Milwaukee region.

International Large Water Services Club
Under the leadership of Le Syndicat des Eaux d’Ile-de-
France, which provides drinking water to 144 municipali-
ties around Paris, the Council has become a co-founder 
of an  enterprise that will bring together six cities from 
around the world to share best water practices. 

Great Lakes Water Coalition
A coalition of Great Lakes Universities: UW- Milwaukee, 
Marquette University, UW-Whitewater, University of  
Illinois, and Michigan State University have signed a  
memorandum of understanding with the National  
University of Singapore to develop a student exchange 
agreement.  

Alliance for Water Stewardship
Milwaukee initiated its engagement as the North  
American hub for the Alliance for Water Stewardship’s  
“Global Water Roundtable”, which is a multi-year,  
multi-stakeholder effort to create consensus-based water  
stewardship standards.

Special Events

Singapore International Water Week
The Water Council led a business mission and hosted a 
pavilion to showcase Milwaukee’s global water technology 
cluster at Singapore’s International Water Week  
conference in July.

Water Summit V
The Water Council’s popular Water Summit expanded  
in 2011 to a two-day conference in September. 

FEDERAL SUPPORT

Through the efforts of the Water Council, over  
$3 Million in private and government grant monies has 
been awarded to area educational institutions and  
organizations for the development and coalescence of 
water-related education.

U.S. WATER PRIZE

On May 9, 2011 the Clean Water America Alliance 
awarded the U.S. Water Prize to the Milwaukee Water 
Council for its work in leveraging collaboration around 
advancing water technology.



ConTACT us
Milwaukee Water Council  710 n plankinton Ave, Suite 340 Milwaukee, Wi uSA 53203

www.thewatercouncil.com         @thewatercouncil  1.414.291.2773
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